
New York title: where everything goes, with your boxes marked. The box-by-box checklist follows. Back to the walkthrough
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This sheet is not the title. It is the checklist to keep beside one. ANY CHANGE OR ERASURE WILL VOID THIS TITLE -- ANY FALSE
STATEMENT IS A MISDEMEANOR. That is the first line on the reverse, above everything else. The certificate tells you to leave the front alone, and the
DMV repeats it: complete the Transfer by Owner section on the back, do not write on or mark the front, and do not fill in any information until you
actually make the transfer.

Who has to sign

Everyone the front of the
certificate names

If the certificate shows two names, the DMV needs the block signed as the face of the title requires. Check the front before
either of you writes anything on the back.

Seller's Signature, then
Seller's Name in full

Signature on the upper line, printed name in the box beside it, and your street address, city, state and ZIP on the line
below. The DMV asks for the printed name in full, not initials.

Date of Statement Yours and the buyer's, in the right-hand cell of each row. This is the date the buyer's thirty days start running from.

Buyer's Signature and
printed name

The mirror of yours, in the Buyer half of the same grid. A seller-only assignment is an incomplete one.

A surviving spouse
signing for a decedent

Prints the deceased owner's name in Seller's Name and signs their own name followed by the words "as surviving Spouse".

An executor or
administrator

Signs and then writes Executor - or Administrator - of the Estate of, followed by the deceased owner's name, with the
Letters from the Surrogate's Court attached.

Section II is not yours It is headed Reassignment by Manufactured Home Dealer or Registered Boat Dealer or Out-of-State Dealer. A private
seller has no business in it.

Every box, in the order you meet it

# WHO BOX WHAT GOES IN IT

0 YOU Before any box: take the
plates off

The DMV's instruction comes before the signing, not after it: before you complete the sale, take your
license plates off the vehicle and remove your registration sticker from the windshield. Watch out: This
is the step that decides whether the rest of it costs you anything. The plate stays attached to your
registration record until the DMV has it back, and the registration has to outlive the insurance - surrender
first, cancel second.

1 YOU Odometer disclosure:
which certification

Three boxes, and you tick exactly one: the reading reflects the ACTUAL MILEAGE, it EXCEEDS
MECHANICAL LIMITS because the odometer rolled over, or it is not the actual mileage and carries an
odometer discrepancy warning. Watch out: There is no exempt box on a New York certificate. If the car
is a 2010 or older model year the disclosure is not required at all - but the form gives you nowhere to say
so, so leave the block alone rather than inventing an answer for it.

2 YOU The odometer reading
itself

Whole miles, in the ruled box at the top right of Section I. The certificate prints "(no tenths)" underneath
it. Watch out: Read it off the dashboard on the day, not off the last inspection report. If the two disagree
the buyer's application is the thing that stalls, and the DMV will be asking you about it weeks later.

3 YOU Five digits or six A second pair of boxes beside the reading, asking how many digits the odometer has space for excluding
tenths. Watch out: This is the question that makes a rollover provable. A five-digit odometer showing
12,300 on a car that has plainly done more is exactly what the EXCEEDS MECHANICAL LIMITS box
exists for.

4 YOU Damage disclosure: has
been, or has not been

One box of two, certifying whether the vehicle has been wrecked, destroyed or damaged past 75 per cent of
its retail value at the time of loss. Watch out: It must be completed for all vehicles regardless of age -
there is no cut-off. And ticking "has been" has consequences the certificate spells out: an anti-theft
examination before it can be registered, and REBUILT SALVAGE: NY printed on the new title.

5 YOU Seller's Signature The upper-left cell of the grid, on the rule marked with an arrowhead. Watch out: The DMV's wording
about this line is unusually direct: when you sign on the line for Seller's Signature, the vehicle will
immediately belong to the new owner. Not when the money moves, not when they register it.
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# WHO BOX WHAT GOES IN IT

6 YOU Seller's Name, printed in
full

The cell to the right of your signature. Print, do not initial. Watch out: It has to be the name the front of
the certificate carries. If you married or changed your name since the title was issued you can hand over
the title in the former name - the DMV says a title in your new name is not required to sell.

7 YOU Street address, city, state
and ZIP

The row directly beneath the signature. The printed labels sit inside one continuous ruled box rather than
in separate cells. Watch out: Use the address the DMV has for you, because this is the block a clerk
compares against the record when something does not match. If you have moved, change your address
with the DMV before you sell rather than after.

8 YOU Date of Statement The right-hand cell of your address row. It is the date of transfer. Watch out: Everything downstream
hangs off this date: the buyer's thirty days to apply for a title, the day your plates should already have
come off, and the date you will quote if an insurance-lapse letter ever arrives.

9 BUYER The buyer's half of the
grid

Signature, printed name, address and date, in the four cells marked Buyer down the left-hand edge.
Watch out: Do not let them take the certificate away to fill in later. An assignment with only your half
completed is a document the DMV can refuse, and one you can no longer correct - because correcting it
voids it.

10 DEALER Section II, which is not
yours

A second identical grid headed Reassignment by Manufactured Home Dealer or Registered Boat Dealer or
Out-of-State Dealer. Watch out: If you find yourself in Section II you have signed in the wrong half of
the certificate, and there is no erasing your way back to Section I.

Before the pen touches the certificate

No corrections, at all — Not crossed out, not initialled, not tidied up. A voided certificate has to be replaced with a duplicate before the car can be
transferred, and that is a $20 application and a wait for the post.
Blue or black ink — The MV-82 the buyer files says PRINT CLEARLY IN BLUE OR BLACK INK across its head. Nothing in New York vehicle
paperwork wants pencil.
Nothing on the front — The whole of the face was set in Albany when the certificate was printed. The seller's half of the document is on the
reverse and nowhere else.
Nothing early — Do not fill in any information until you actually make the transfer. A certificate half-completed for a sale that fell through is a
wasted certificate.
Print names in full — The certificate asks for Seller's Name (Print in Full) and means it. Initials are the commonest reason a clerk hands the
package back.
Whole miles, and no tenths anywhere — Printed under the odometer box on the certificate, and repeated on the MV-103 and the MV-82TON.

Every rule here is transcribed from NYS DMV CR-78, New York State Dealers and Transporters Regulations and the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles's own pages. Plain-language
help with a form, not legal advice — where our wording and the agency's differ, theirs governs.


