Texas title: where everything goes, with your boxes marked. The box-by-box checklist follows. Back to the walkthrough

DIAGRAM — not a copy of a Texas Certificate of Title

TEXAS CERTIFICATE OF TITLE

the front — printed in Austin, and almost none of it yours
PRINTED BY THE DEPARTMENT WHEN THE TITLE WAS ISSUED
VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER YEAR MODEL MAKE OF VEHICLE BODY STYLE
MODEL MFG. CAPACITY IN TONS WEIGHT LICENSE NUMBER
TITLE/DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE TITLE ISSUED ODOMETER READING REMARK(S)
PREVIOUS OWNER OWNER
Whoever the department bought the record from before you Your name and address, as the department holds them
Signed when the title arives, not when you sell. The manual: the certificate has a space on the front for the owner to sign upon receipt; the signature is preferred, and its absence does not invalidate the title.

‘ o X SIGNATURE OF OWNER OR AGENT MUST BE IN INK vou

UNLESS OTHERWISE AUTHORIZED BY LAW, IT IS A VIOLATION OF STATE LAW TO SIGN THE NAME OF ANOTHER PERSON ON A CERTIFICATE OF TITLE OR OTHERWISE GIVE FALSE INFORMATION ON A
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE.

o DATE OFLIEN | 1STLIENHOLDER || 1ST LIEN RELEASED DATE BY AUTHORIZED AGENT
2ND LIENHOLDER AND 3RD LIENHOLDER ROWS SIT UNDERNEATH
The lender's block, and the lender's release. The manual says the release space on the face of the title need only be signed and dated by the lienholder or an authorised agent — you do not sign it for them
IT IS HE ) THAT THE PERSON HEREIN NAMED IS THE OW {E VEHICLE DESCRIBED ABOVE WHICH IS SUBJECT TO THE ABOVE LIENS.
° RIGHTS OF SURVIVORSHIF OWNERSHIP AGREEMENT
Signed by two married owners when the title was issued, so that the sunvivor takes the vehicle. Itis not a transfer, and a single owner selling a car never touches it
FORM 38-C REV. 85/2016 DO NOT ACCEPT TITLE SHOWING ERASURE, ALTERATION, OR MUTILATION.

THE BACK OF THE SAME SHEET

where a Texas private sale aciually happens

'WHEN VEHICLE IS SOLD, TITLE HOLDER MUST ASSIGN AND FURNISH THIS TITLE INDICATING A DATE OF SALE TO THE PURCHASER WHO MUST FILE APPLICATION WITH COUNTY TAX
ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR WITHIN 30 DAYS TO AVOID PENALTY.

FEDERAL AND STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT YOU STATE THE MILEAGE IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP. FAILURE TO COMPLETE OR PROVIDING A FALSE STATEMENT MAY RESULT IN
FINES ANDVOR IMPRISONMENT.

ASSIGNMENT OF TITLE — THE ONLY PART OF THE CERTIFICATE A PRIVATE SELLER WRITES ON

NAME OF PURCHASER | STREET | CITY | STATE | ZIP ¥ou
Printed, not signed. The certificate says the vehicle "has been transfemred to the following prnted name and address” — leaving it blank hands over an open title, and the county will not register the car on one
ODOMETER READING (NO TENTHS) | DATE OF SALE vou
= 1. THE MILEAGE STATED IS IN EXCESS OF ITS MECHANICAL LIMITS - 2. THE ODOMETER READING IS NOT THE ACTUAL MILEAGE. WARNING — ODOMETER DISCREPANCY

Whole miles: Both boxes stay empty unless one of them is true — the panted line above them already certifies the reading is actual mileage unless one is checked

SIGNATURE OF SELLER/AGENT | PRINTED NAME (SAME AS SIGNATURE) vou SIGNATURE OF BUYER/AGENT | PRINTED NAME (SAME AS SIGNATURE)

de by the sellerfagent.” Theirs, not yours

In ink. This is the signature that sells the car in Texas *I am aware of the above odometer cerification

X

FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD REASSIGNMENT — DEALER ONLY
THREE IDENTICAL BLOCKS, EACH WITH ITS OWN DEALER NO.

Three more assignment blocks so a licensed dealer can pass the vehicle along without a new title being issued each time. A private seller uses the first block above and none of these

LIEN — LIENHOLDER TO BE RECORDED AND SHOWN ON NEW TITLE
1ST LIEN IN FAVOR OF (NAME & ADDRESS)

The buyer's lender, recorded onto the tite the buyer is applying for. Nothing on this line is the outgoing sell

You write it, in pen Not yours to fill . The certificate’s own blocks, front then back

Block names f Title, Form 30-C Rev. 05/2016, reproduced as Figure 1 of the TxDMV webDEALER Dealer User Guide « rules from the TxDMV Motor Vehicle Title Manual, April 2026 -

no security | oduced here


https://sellmycarhub.com/forms/texas/certificate-of-title/

ANNOTATED SAMPLE - TxDMV Form 130-U (Rev 05/26), Application for Texas Title and/or Registration

Application for Texas Title and/or Registration

Applying for (please check one): TAX OFFICE USE ONLY
o— i/ Title & Registration [ Title Only [J Registration Purposes Only [J Nontitle Registration | County:
For a corrected title or registration, check reason: Doc #:
[ Vehicle Description [J Add/Remove Lien [ Other: O spv [ Appraisal Value $
1. Vehicle ldentification Number 2. Year 3. Make 4. Body Style 5. Model 6. Major Color 7. Minor Calor
®- [1IFTEWIEF9GFA47215 2016 Ford PK F-150 | White
8. Texas License Plate No.  |9. Odometer Reading (no tenths} |10. This is the Actual Mileage unless the mileage is: 11. Empty Weight 12. Carrying Capacity (if any)
e_ PXR_4482 96430 O Not Actual [0 Exceeds Mechanical Limits [J Exempt
13. Applicant Type 14. Applicant Photo ID Number or FEIN/EIN
O &4 Individual [ Business [J Government O Trust OJ Non-Profit 31882470
15.IDType [ U.S. Driver License/ID Card (issued by: _Texas ) O nATOID [J u.S. Dept. of State ID
[J passport (issued by: ) O u.s. military ID [J u.s. Dept. of Homeland Security 1D
[J u.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services/DOJ ID [ Status of Forces Agreement ID [ TX License to Carry a Handgun
16. Applicant First Name (or Entity Name]) Middle Name Last Name Suffix (if any)
© | Renata Ochoa
17. Additional Applicant First Name (if applicable) Middle Name Last Name Suffix (if any)
18. Applicant Mailing Address City State Zip 19. Applicant County of Residence
902 Cherrywood Blvd Austin TX 78702 Travis -0
20. Previous Owner Name (or Entity Name) City State |21. Dealer GDN (if applicable) [22. Unit No. {if applicable)
©- [ Dale W. Fontenot San Antonio TX
23. Renewal Recipient First Name (or Entity Name) (if different) Middle Name Last Name Suffix (if any)
24. Renewal Notice Mailing Address (if different) City State Zip
25. Applicant Phone Number (optional)| 26. Email (optional) 27. Military Indicator (optional) 28. Communication Impediment?
(51 2) 555_01 64 I OChOﬂ@eXﬂmD!e com [ Active [ Retired/vet [] Reserve| ] Yes (Attach Form VTR-216)
29. Vehicle Location Address (if different) City State Zip
30. Multiple {Additional) Liens 31. Electronic Title Request |32. Certified/eTitle Lienholder ID Number (if any) 33. First Lien Date (if any)
[ Yes (Attach Form VTR-267) [ Yes (cannot check #30)
34. First Lienholder Name (if any) Mailing Address City State Zip
35. Check only if applicable: MOTOR VEHICLE TAX STATEMENT
O 1 hold Motor Vehicle Retailer (Rental) Permit No. and will satisfy the minimum tax liability (V.A.T.S., Tax Code §152.046[c])
O 1am a dealer or lessor and qualify to take the Fair Market Value Deduction (V.A.T.5., Tax Code, §152.002[c]). GDN or Lessor Number
36. Trade-In (if any) Year Make Vehicle Identification Number 37. Additional Trade-In(s)
O Yes {complete) O Yes
38. Check only if applicable: SALES AND USE TAX COMPUTATION
& (a) Sales Price ($ rebate has been deducted) $ 14,750.00 [0 $90 New Resident Tax — (Previous State) @
(b) Less Trade-in Amount, described in Box 36 above S [0 55 Even Trade Tax
(c) For Dealers/Lessors/Rental ONLY — Fair Market Value O $10 Gift Tax — Attach Comptroller Form 14-317
Deduction, described in Box 36 above S [1 565 Rebuilt Salvage Fee
(d) Taxable Amount (Item a minus Item b or item c) $ 14,750.00 [0 2.5% Emissions Fee (Diesel Vehicles 1996 and Older > 14,000 Ibs.)
(e) 6.25% Tax on Taxable Amount (Multiply Item d by .0625) $ 921.88 O 1% Emissions Fee (Diesel Vehicles 1997 and Newer > 14,000 [bs.)
(f) Late Tax Payment Penalty O 5% or O 10% 5 O Exemption claimed under the Motor Vehicle Sales and Use Tax Law because:
(g) Tax Paid to (STATE) ]
(h) AMOUNT OF TAX AND PENALTY DUE [Z 528 or $33 Application Fee for Texas Title 4@
(Item e plus Item f minus Item g) s 921.88_ (Contact your county tax assessor-collector for the correct fee.)

CERTIFICATION - State law makes falsifying information a third degree felony
| certify all statements in this document are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and | am eligible for title and/or registration (as applicable). | also certify
{check if applicable): O | have physically inspected the vehicle described and verified the vehicle identification number above. [ The vehicle is unrecovered stolen, and | am
unable to verify the vehicle identification number above. O | am applying for a corrected title and the original Texas Certificate of Title is lost or destroyed.

@ | Dale Fontenot Dale W.Fontenot 08/20/2026
Signature(s) of Seller(s), Donor(s), or Trader(s) Printed Name(s) (Same as Signature(s}) Date

@ | Renata Ochoa Renata Ochoa 08/20/2026
Signature of Applicant/Owner Printed Name (Same as Signature) Date
Signature{s) of Additional Applicant(s)/Owner(s) Printed Name(s) (Same as Signature(s)) Date

Form 130-U Rev 05/26 Form available online at www.TxDMV.gov Page 1 of 2



How to fill out a Texas title

Form 130-U and the assigned Texas title - 4 of 13 boxes are the seller's - rules as of 2026-08-23 /forms/texas/certificate-of-title/

sellmycarhub.com

This sheet is not the title. It is the checklist to keep beside one. Everything here is signed under one line: State law makes falsifying information a

third degree felony. The instructions open by telling the applicant to refer to the ownership document assigned to you by the seller. That is the title,

properly assigned - the 130-U transcribes from it, it does not replace it.

Who has to sign

Seller(s), donor(s) or

trader(s)

Applicant / owner

Additional applicant(s) /

owner(s)

Yours may be a fax, theirs

may not

A company or business

Where a lien is being

released

Every box, in the order you meet it

# WHO
0 YOU

1 BUYER
2  BUYER
3 YOU

4 BUYER
5 BUYER
6 BUYER
7 YOU

8 BUYER

The signature, printed name and date of everyone shown as an owner on the title being surrendered.

The buyer signs, prints their name and dates it. This is the one signature Texas will not accept as a copy.

A third row, for a car going into two names.

The form says an application may be reproduced or faxed and the seller’s signature may be reproduced or faxed - but a

completed form must contain the original signature of the buyer.

Signs in the entity name, and box 14 takes an FEIN or EIN rather than a photo ID number.

The lienholder signs the title’s own release section, a VTR-266, or their letterhead. All three need original ink and a date; a

copy is accepted on none of them.

BOX

Before any box: go with
them

Applying for: Title &
Registration

Boxes 1 to 7, the vehicle

Boxes 9 and 10, the
odometer

Boxes 13 to 15, who is
applying

Boxes 16 to 18, the buyer

Box 19, county of
residence

Box 20, previous owner

Boxes 30 to 34, liens

WHAT GOES IN IT

The TxDMV's first instruction to a Texas seller is to accompany the buyer to the county tax office to
ensure a title application is actually filed. Watch out: This is the step that decides everything below it. If
the buyer never files, the vehicle stays in your name - and the TxDMV's own warning is that you could be
held responsible for tickets, toll violations or even crimes committed with it. A tax office representative
can also tell you both, before anything is submitted, whether the title being signed over is correct and
whether it carries salvage or legal issues.

One of four boxes at the very top. An ordinary private purchase is Title & Registration. Watch out: Title
Only means the plates and registration have to be surrendered under Transportation Code 501.0275. It is
not the box for a car the buyer intends to drive.

VIN, year, make, body style, model and colours - all copied from the title you assigned, not from the car.
‘Watch out: Body style is an abbreviation: PK for a pickup, CP for a coupe, 2D for a two-door sedan.
TxDMV publishes the full list as Form VTR-249.

Current mileage in whole numbers, no tenths, and then three tick boxes: Not Actual, Exceeds Mechanical
Limits, Exempt. Watch out: The instructions say the reading and the brand come from what the seller
disclosed on the ownership document. Exempt is federal, and it is twenty years for anything built in 2011
or later - not ten.

Individual, business, government, trust or non-profit; a photo ID number or an FEIN; and which of eleven
ID types it came from. Watch out: Every title application must include one of those IDs. A buyer who
turns up at the county without one is turned away, whatever else is in order.

Legal first, middle and last name with a suffix if there is one, a second applicant if the car is going into two
names, and the mailing address. Watch out: Legal name, as the instructions put it - not the version used
on the classified advert.

The county the buyer legally lives in. Watch out: This is what decides whether the title fee is $28 or $33.
It is not necessarily where the application gets filed - Texas accepts four different counties, and they are
listed further down this page.

Your name, city and state as they appear on the assigned title. Watch out: Name, city and state only - the
form does not want your street address, and adding one does not help.

Whether there is more than one lien, whether an electronic title is wanted, the certified lienholder ID and
first lien date, and the lienholder name and address. Watch out: If there is no lien, the instructions say
to indicate NONE. A blank is not the same answer - and box 31 cannot be ticked if box 30 is.


https://sellmycarhub.com/forms/texas/certificate-of-title/

# WHO

9 BUYER
10 BUYER
11 YOU

12 BUYER

Read this before you sign anything

BOX

Box 38, sales and use tax

The title application fee

Signature of seller, donor
or trader

Signature of applicant /
owner

WHAT GOES IN IT

The sales price on line (a), the taxable amount on (d), and 6.25 per cent of it on (e). Watch out: The flat
alternatives sit in the right-hand column. The gift one is narrow - immediate family, a guardian, a
decedent estate or a qualifying 501(c)(3) - and it needs the Comptroller joint affidavit, Form 14-317, filed
in person by the donor or the recipient.

A tick box printed as $28 or $33 Application Fee for Texas Title. Watch out: The form itself says to
contact your county tax assessor-collector for the correct one. A separate $2.50 moves the current
registration to the new owner, on top of this.

Your signature, printed name and date, in the first of three rows. The TxDMV asks the seller to provide a
signed 130-U with the sales price clearly shown - so this is your form too, not only theirs. Watch out:
This is the row that may be faxed or photocopied. It is the only signature on any Texas form here that may
be, and it is why a seller who genuinely cannot get to the county office is not stuck.

The buyer signs, prints and dates the second row. A third row exists for an additional owner. Watch out:
Original ink, no exceptions - and then the whole package has to reach a county office within 30 days of the
date of sale.

o Black or blue ink — The power of attorney names them and rules everything else out. Nothing in Texas motor vehicle paperwork wants pencil.

o No alterations — The VTR-271 says no alterations are allowed on the form. Not crossed out, not initialled, not tidied up - a fresh copy is free.

o Your name as the title has it — The transfer notification asks for your first name as shown on the Texas title, not as you usually write it.

« Whole miles, no tenths — Both the 130-U and the salvage application say it in the box label.

o Original where it says original — A release of lien, a power of attorney and a certified copy application all require original ink. The buyer's
signature on the 130-U does too - only yours may be faxed.

« Read the line above the signature — State law makes falsifying information a third degree felony. It is printed on nearly every form here.

Every rule here is transcribed from TxDMV Detailed Instructions for Application for Texas Title and/or Registration (VTR-130-UIF), Rev 05/26 and the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles's
own pages. Plain-language help with a form, not legal advice — where our wording and the agency's differ, theirs governs.



